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AMI BERA                                                                                                                                          SCOTT JONES
CoH: $1,496,099.30                                                                                                                    CoH: $210,159.26
Date: 3/15/16
      Date: 3/15/16
Occupation: Doctor/Teacher/Congressman                                  Occupation: Sacramento County Sheriff

SECTION I: Race Overview
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Media Market Costs

	TV DMA
	% of 

CD
	I.E. 

35+ CPP
	Cable CPP

	SACRAMENTO
	100%
	$550
	$550

	CA-7 TOTALS:
	100.0%
	
	


Radio Landscape
Sacramento

	Universe Size
	CPP

	776,700
	$190


Digital Landscape

· Persuasion universe size: 34,415

· Audience extension (key demos): Asian American Pacific Islanders, 30-45

· Weekly budget for full coverage: $9,438.49

· Reach

· YouTube - 344,581

· Pandora - 241,584

Presidential Statistics
	Cycle
	Candidate
	Party
	Vote

	2012
	Obama
	DEM
	52%

	2012
	Romney
	REP
	48%

	2008
	Obama
	DEM
	52.8%

	2008
	McCain
	REP
	47.8%


Congressional Statistics 

	Cycle
	W/L
	Candidate
	Party
	Vote

	2014
	W
	BERA
	DEM
	50.4%

	2014
	L
	OSE
	REP
	49.6%

	2012
	W
	BERA
	DEM
	51.7%

	2012
	L
	LUNGREN
	REP
	48.3%


NCEC Data

Dem Performance: 52% 

BVAP: 8.3% 

Hispanic: 12.4% 

Native Amer.: N/A
Asian: 13.8% 

Total Minority: 34.5% 

Critical Dates
Filing Date: March 11th 2016
Primary Date: June 7th 2016
Summary of 2014 Cycle Spending by Outside Groups to Date

Sacramento
	Campaign/Group
	Total GRPs
	Total Dollars

	Bera/DCCC 
	194
	$78,695 

	Ose/NRCC
	232
	$92,000 

	NRCC
	4,129
	$2,943,700 

	DCCC
	7,358
	$4,648,302 

	House Majority PAC
	2,204
	$1,009,416 

	American Crossroads 
	1,211
	$1,127,525 

	American Society of Anesthesiologists 
	90
	$87,486 

	American Action Network
	1,470
	$1,100,389 

	Congressional Leadership Fund 
	1,167
	$980,075 

	Crossroads GPS
	1,606
	$894,100 

	U.S. Chamber of Commerce 
	483
	$299,201 

	
	
	

	Good Guys vs Bad Guys
	Total GRPs
	Total Dollars

	Good Guys
	9,846
	$5,823,899 

	Bad Guys 
	10,260
	$7,436,990 


Summary of 2012 Spending by Outside Groups
Sacramento

	Campaign/Group
	Total GRPs
	Total Dollars

	DCCC
	2550
	$1,374,058 

	NRCC
	3757
	$2,222,155 

	House Majority PAC (CA-07)
	848
	$598,277 

	SEIU
	525
	$195,787 

	AFSCME
	1415
	$816,891 

	Sierra Club
	990
	$537,910 

	Friends of Democracy
	246
	$107,167 

	CWA
	138
	$101,732 

	Chamber of Commerce 
	587
	$484,315 

	
	
	

	Blue vs. Red
	Total GRPs
	Total Dollars

	Good Guys
	6,712
	$3,731,822 

	Bad Guys
	4,344
	$2,706,470 


Pre-Election Day Voting
	Type of 
“Early Voting”
	Start Date
End Date
	Percent of 

Vote Cast Using this Method
	Brief Description 
(where/how

 do people vote)
	Timeframe (when does the majority of voting happen)

	Early Vote
	Oct 10 –Nov 8
	
	Voters can bring their early ballots to the board of elections office or be issued a ballot at the office at the time of their visit
	Steadily between Oct 8 – Nov 7

	Absentee Ballot/In person Absentee
	Oct 10 – Nov 11
	
	Voters must apply for an absentee/VBM ballot via mail, online, or in person
	Absentee applications must be received by BOE at least 7 days before election day

	Vote By Mail
	Oct 1 – Nov 11
	61%
	Voters must request to VBM each election unless on PEVL - VBM must be received by BOE by Nov 11 and be postmarked before election day
	Ballots return steadily.


Tentative Campaign Timeline

Early Vote: 8 – Nov 8
VBM:  Oct 10 – Nov 11
· Counties begin sending out absentee ballots on 10/10/2016. Voters can apply for PAV status by mail until 11/1/2016 and can apply in person after that date. Registered voters of Sacramento County may vote at the Voter Registration and Elections Office beginning 29 days prior to every election. 

· Per the DCCC’s Absentee and Early Vote report, 61% of voters in 2012 voted via mail and 39% voted at the polls in 2012. Democrats had a 2 point ballot registration advantage (41% Dem to 39% Rep). Mail ballots were returned steadily, with 2% of ballots in three weeks out, 19% of ballots in two weeks out, 35% of ballots in 10 days out, 44% of ballots in a week out and 56% of ballots in three days out. 

· Recount analysis conducted by the DCCC shows 69% of voters voted via mail in 2014, and 54.0% of mail voters and 46.9% of poll voters voted for Bera. This support rate is substantiated by the DCCC’s absentee vote report from the same year, which stated 53.7% of ballots returned were supportive per modeling. Democrats had a 6-point partisanship advantage for ballots returned. Much like 2014, voters in 2012 returned their ballots at an even clip throughout the early voting period. 

SECTION II: DISTRICT OVERVIEW

A. District Overview and Data

1. Political Landscape

· Ami Bera, a second-term Democratic Congressman, is the only Indian American serving in Congress. Republican Sacramento Sheriff Scott Jones is challenging Rep. Bera in 2016. He lives in Antelope and currently represents 100% of the district. 

· A July 2015 campaign poll was conducted before Jones entered the race, and matched Bera against Doug Ose, Bera’s 2014 opponent. The generic ballot showed the race within two points (39% Dem to 37% Republican, 17% undecided). This was an improvement from the July 2014 generic ballot, which showed the Democrats down three points (40% Dem to 43% Rep with 14% undecided). 

· The Sacramento Mayor’s race will likely take up much of the attention of local labor and Democratic activists, and has the potential to take volunteers from the district. 

· One major rule change will impact the 2016 campaign - Senate Bill 29 rules that boards of elections must count absentee ballots that arrive up to three days after the election so long as they are postmarked on or before Election Day.  Previously, only ballots that were received by Election Day were counted.

· The DMV recently announced the new Motor Voter law will not be in effect until after the 2016 cycle. 

2. District Demographics

· CA-07 includes the eastern portion of Sacramento and the suburbs of Rancho Cordova, Elk Grove and Folsom. A majority (almost 60%) of the district is suburban with urban communities closer to Sacramento. There are a few pockets of rural areas in the less-populated Eastern part of the district. 

· The district is covered by the expensive Sacramento-Modesto media market, where CPP is estimated at $261 for political and $313 for issue spots. 

· The district’s sizable Hispanic (12.4% citizen voting age population) and AAPI (13.8% voting age population) populations are grouped mainly in the western and southern portions of the district, including in Bera’s hometown of Elk Grove. 13.4% of the district speaks Spanish and non-citizens make up 7.0% of the district. The northern and eastern portions of the district are predominantly White, while African Americans reside in the west. 

· Voters select a party or “decline to state” when registering to vote in California. Unless otherwise noted, all party references in this document refer to party registration rather than modeled partisanship. 

District Demographics

· Cook Partisan Voting Index: Even 

· Urban Population: 34.2% 

· Rural Population: 6.8% 

· Median Income: $66,104

· Poverty Status: 7% 

· Military Veterans: 10.8% 

· Race/Ethnic Origin: 65.5% White; 8.3% Black; 1.4% Asian; 13.8% Native Am; N/A Hispanic Origin; 12.4%

3. Electoral Context

· In 2012, President Obama carried this district with 52.0% of the vote, a 0.8% decrease from his 2008 52.8% win in the district. 

· After an unsuccessful run in 2010, Bera challenged Congressman Dan Lungren for a second time in 2012 in a more favorable district post-redistricting. The initial vote was too close to call on election night, but in the end, Bera received 51.7% in the two-way vote, underperforming Pres. Obama in the district by 0.3 points, but over performing the 2012 DPI by 2.5 points. 

· In 2014, Bera defeated former Rep. Doug Ose in America’s most expensive House race: 35 outside groups spent around $13,678,296 on both sides of the race, including more than $4,561,538 from the DCCC’s IE.  Bera trailed Ose by over 3,000 votes on election night but late absentee ballots put him over the top by a final margin of 1,455 votes, making it America’s fourth closest 2014 House race. If this pattern holds, it’s likely the campaign will appear behind on Election night again in 2016, an important expectation to set with press.

· The 2016 DPI has been set at 52.0%, a 3 point increase from the 2014 DPI of 49.0% and a 2.8 point increase from the 2012 DPI of 49.2%. 
· Senate candidate Kamala Harris will likely play in the district as part of her northern California path to victory, though the scope of her district involvement will depend on the primary election outcome.

· It is now much easier for a ballot initiative to qualify for the ballot, and therefore a very high number of ballot measures are expected to appear in 2016.  Ballot initiatives that may impact the electorate include:

· A “Fight for $15” minimum wage increase that is being sponsored by SEIU

· A possible initiative that will legalize the recreational use of marijuana

· A ban of the possession and sale of large ammunition clips

· Proposition 30 extensions that would continue higher income tax for the wealthiest Californians

· School Funding and Budget Stability Act that would extend Prop 30’s income tax increases through 2030 and fund K-14 education

· The “Invest in California’s Children Act,” which would impose higher rates on individual tax filers earning more than $1 million per year

4. Press Presence

The district is covered by the expensive Sacramento-Modesto media market, where CPP is estimated at $550 for issue spots. 

The Sacramento media market is crowded with state politics, but political reporters like CA-07 because of Bera’s competitive races.

TV: 

· KCRA 3 - Edie Lambert covers Bera closely

· ABC 10

· CBS 13

· FOX 40

Radio: 

· Capital Public Radio - Reporter Chris Nichols writes PolitiFact

· KFBK - Morning News (otherwise Rush Limbaugh station) 

· Jones is consistently interviewed 

Print/Digital

· Paper of Record: Sacramento Bee

· Run their own fact check - including debates, statements, speeches, etc.  

· Chris Cadelago - political reporter 

· Dan Morain - editorial page editor

· Elk Grove Citizen - very favorable, very slow

· Folsom Telegraph

SECTION III: MESSAGE

Message Box

	Democrat Self Frame

Like the oath he took to put his patients first when he became a doctor, Ami is keeping his oath to Sacramento County to put the people first as he represents them in Congress. He has:

•Sponsored and helped lead the passage of No Budget, No Pay

•Opposed Congressional pay raises 

•Refused a Congressional pension 

•Become a leader of the No Labels’ Problem Solvers

•Lead the charge against Congressional perks, like flying first class on the taxpayers' dime


	Republican Self Frame

For my entire adult life sworn an oath voice to the voiceless stand up for what’s right and stand  up for the people who do not have the power to protect themselves. I have the courage to change this country.



	Likeliest Attacks on Democrat

Obama/Pelosi Democrat, voted with them XX percent of the time, supports higher taxes, defends Obamacare, not doing anything to reduce the deficit.

Has supported “No Budget, No Pay” but has never voted for a budget while in Congress and is receiving taxpayer-funded salary.

Voted against American business interests (such as trade agreements), while holding personal investments in Asian stocks and companies.

His wealth has increased more than $2 million while he’s been in Washington.


	Best Attacks on Republican

Scott Jones is an untrustworthy head of the scandal-ridden Sacramento Sheriff’s Department who abuses taxpayer money for himself - cab rides, meals, flight upgrades - and to protect his misbehaving deputies.

Jones says one thing but does another. Jones says he would support immigration reform, but took a DC trip on an anti-immigrant hate group’s dime. What’s worse is he used our tax dollars to pay for his meals and cab rides in DC.

Jones was criticized for “tolerating, even rewarding” police brutality. He has spent $XXX in taxpayer dollars to defend officers using excessive use of force.


A. Ami Bera (D)

1. Short Biography

Ami Bera was elected to represent Sacramento County in November 2012. A first generation American, Ami was born and raised in California and benefited from California’s public schools, from kindergarten through medical school. He has always believed in hard work and community service—and refuses to accept a future where our children and grandchildren don’t have the kind of opportunities that he did.

After medical school, practiced medicine in several roles in the Sacramento region and eventually serving Sacramento County as Chief Medical Officer. 

2. Self-Frame

Like the oath he took to put his patients first when he became a doctor, Ami is keeping his oath to Sacramento County to put the people first as he represents them in Congress. He has:

•Sponsored and helped lead the passage of No Budget, No Pay—a law that says if Congress doesn’t do their job and pass a responsible budget, they don’t get paid.

•Opposed Congressional pay raises several times. And he’ll continue to oppose them until unemployment is below 5 percent in Sacramento County.

•Refused a Congressional pension until Medicare and Social Security are secure for all Americans.

•Become a leader of the No Labels’ Problem Solvers, a group of more than 70 Members of Congress from both parties who are working together to find solutions to our problems and get past partisan gridlock.

•Lead the charge against Congressional perks, like flying first class on the taxpayers' dime, voting against Congressional perks and, refusing to fly first class flights on the taxpayer dime because he believes that money should go to helping taxpayers, not Congressional luxuries.

3. Likely Attacks

· Perks and travel.

· Obama/Pelosi Democrat, voted with them XX percent of the time, supports higher taxes, defends Obamacare, not doing anything to reduce the deficit.

· Has supported “No Budget, No Pay” but has never voted for a budget while in Congress and is receiving taxpayer-funded salary.

· Supported raising Social Security retirement age, supported increase in gas tax (Simpson-Bowles).   

· Voted for the Iran Nuclear deal.

· Voted against American business interests (such as trade agreements), while holding personal investments in Asian stocks and companies.

· His wealth has increased more than $2 million while he’s been in Washington.

· (From the left, Bera has been getting hit for his vote to give President Obama authority to negotiate TPP, his vote limiting the Syrian refugee program, and votes to weaken Dodd-Frank.)

4. Assessment of Democratic Fundraising

	Ami Bera
	Q1 2015
	Q2 2015
	Q3 2015
	Q4 2015
	Q1 2016

	Goal
	
	$400,000
	$500,000
	$450,000
	$500,000

	Actual Raised
	$309,469
	$423,061
	$355,884
	$397,268
	$441,689


5. Strengths and Weaknesses of Campaign 

· Rep. Bera’s strongest institutional backer has been Planned Parenthood, followed by environmental interests. Rep. Bera was named legislator of the year by Planned Parenthood in 2015, and has been a strong advocate since his first run for office. The local, statewide, and national arms of the organization have all been closely aligned with Rep. Bera’s campaigns. Choice polls very well in the district. The League of Conservation Voters has spent significant money in the campaigns in the past, and the local Sierra Club chapters have been very involved on the ground for the campaigns. 

· Rep. Bera’s vote for TPA has changed the special interest dynamic of his reelection. Rep. Bera has historically had the consistent support of labor in his first several races and has a lifetime 84% voting record with the AFL-CIO, but several labor groups have pledged to sit out the race this cycle. The local carpenters union endorsed his opponent Scott Jones. The Republican Main Street Partnership, a strong backer of 2014 candidate Doug Ose, has historically raised some of its funds from labor and could be an avenue for labor groups upset at Rep. Bera’s trade position. On the other hand, the US Chamber of Commerce has consistently-aired commercials against Rep. Bera/for his Republican opponents. Rep. Bera will likely secure the endorsement of the local Metro Chamber, and the US Chamber -- who supported Rep. Bera’s TPA vote -- will likely stay out of the race this cycle. 

B. Scott Jones (R)
1. Short Biography

Sheriff Scott Jones was elected by the people of Sacramento County in 2010 and was reelected to a second term in 2014. He currently represents 100% of the district. 

Scott Jones has a Bachelor’s Degree in Criminal Justice from CSU Sacramento, and a Juris Doctor (Law) degree from Lincoln Law School. He is also a graduate of the West Point Leadership Program, as well as the FBI’s National Executive Institute. In addition to his duties with the Sheriff’s Department, Sheriff Jones is also an adjunct professor at both the community college and state college levels. Scott Jones has been married to his wife Christy for 20 years, and they have four children. Jones lives in Antelope.

2. Self-Frame
For my entire adult life sworn an oath voice to the voiceless stand up for what’s right and stand  up for the people who do not have the power to protect themselves. I have the courage to change this country.
3. Best Attacks

	Republican Candidate
	Ryan Budget(s) – (Include if its Votes or Statement)
	Privatize Social Security
	Defund Planned Parenthood
	Anti-Choice Position

	Jones
	
	
	Said he would not defund PP
	But opposes abortion


Jones Top Hits

· Said he would support Trump if he became the nominee but that he liked Marco Rubio

· Has similarities to Trump—called for building a wall and said undocumented immigrants often engage in criminal activities 

· Opposed to “amnesty” but supports a pathway to citizenship; opposed DACA/DAPA Executive orders

· Took free travel and lodging from the anti-immigrant hate group FAIR, which the Southern Poverty Law Center has labeled a hate group 

· Charged taxpayers for some seat upgrades (at least one to first class) and 21 instances of valet parking totaling $491, and played golf 16 times on county business trips

· Had two outstanding utility liens on a property he owns which were quickly lifted after DCCC sent public records inquiries—appears that someone in the county office tipped him off about our questions, we have call logs between the employee and Jones on the same day we received notice that the liens were cleared

· Does not live in the district

· Said he was “pro-life” and expressed support for “chang[ing] the law,” but said he would not vote to defund Planned Parenthood, despite opposing “taxpayer-funded abortions”

· Opposed TPP, but advocated for additional “free trade agreements” with other countries

· His tenure as head of the Main Jail saw many controversies including allegations of deputies raping inmates; an employee  filed a lawsuit alleging she had been sexually harassed—the trial is ongoing 
· Also have been allegations of police brutality and excessive force during his time as Sheriff
SECTION V: Appendix
A. 2016 Campaign Side Consulting Team

Media –  AL Media - lead: Devaguptapu, Liston

Direct Mail –  Pivot and RMS Associates - lead: Schlackman, LeBlanc

Polling – Anzalone Liszt Grove - lead: Murphy, Grove
Online/Digital – Mothership
Self-research – Spiros - lead: Chapman

B. Summary of Past Races and Important Differences for 2016


Recent Elections

· In 2012, President Obama carried this district with 52.0% of the vote, a 0.8% decrease from his 2008 52.8% win in the district. 

· After an unsuccessful run in 2010, Bera challenged Congressman Dan Lungren for a second time in 2012 in a more favorable district post-redistricting. The initial vote was too close to call on election night, but in the end, Bera received 51.7% in the two-way vote, underperforming Pres. Obama in the district by 0.3 points, but over performing the 2012 DPI by 2.5 points. 

· In 2014, Bera defeated former Rep. Doug Ose in America’s most expensive House race: 35 outside groups spent around $13,678,296 on both sides of the race, including more than $4,561,538 from the DCCC’s IE.  Bera trailed Ose by over 3,000 votes on election night but late absentee ballots put him over the top by a final margin of 1,455 votes, making it America’s fourth closest 2014 House race. If this pattern holds, it’s likely the campaign will appear behind on Election night again in 2016, an important expectation to set with press.

·  The 2016 DPI has been set at 52.0%, a 3 point increase from the 2014 DPI of 49.0% and a 2.8 point increase from the 2012 DPI of 49.2%. 
2016 Electorate

· Using the previous presidential election as a guide, official Sacramento County Registrar of Voters records from 2012 indicate a turnout rate of 77.4% of registrants (289,290 votes cast). 

· Applying the 2012 turnout rate forward to the current electorate as defined by the Secretary of State, we can expect to see 280,499 voters, or 77.4% of the electorate, cast ballots in the 2016 General Election. 

· As a result, a successful campaign will need 145,859 raw votes to reach a 52% support goal. A one-point shift in support equates to 2,804 raw votes. 

· Ballot roll-off was -4.4% for all voters, -2.7% for Democratic voters and -1.4% for Republican voters. Voters who voted for an Independent candidate (2.4% of the presidential vote) were most likely to split their ticket and/or roll off at the Congressional level. 

· Per the odd-numbered year registration report from the Secretary of State, partisanship amongst registered voters is functionally tied; Democrats hold a 2% registration advantage (38% to 36%). The electorate has become less Republican (-2.8%) and includes a higher percentage of DTS voters (+2.1%) since the 15-day registration report prior to the 2012 General.

· We estimate young voters will represent a slightly higher (1.3%) share of the electorate than 2012. White vote share will decrease 4.6%, while African American and Hispanic/Latino vote share will increase by 1% and 1.3%, respectively. 

· The Democratic base resides in the Western portion of the district, including Elk Grove and Rancho Cordova. Minority voters and turnout targets are predominantly located in Sacramento and Sacramento southeastern suburbs of Laguna and Florin, while the northwest corner of the district - for example, Carmichael and Citrus Heights - is a swing area. The southern and eastern portions of the district are chiefly White and Republican, and overlap with initial persuasion universes along with Carmichael.  

C. Role of the I.E.

CA-07 was the most expensive congressional race in the country and was litigated in the crowded and pricey Sacramento Media Market. The IE’s total investment in CA-07 was $4,617,303. The IE initially had an extended early cable reservation from Weeks 8 to 5 (to which we added some broadcast in Weeks 6 & 5) and an aggressive broadcast/cable buy planned for the final three weeks (which eventually we further expanded). 
The overarching goal of the IE was to define former Congressman Doug Ose as a politician who used his time in Congress to enrich himself. This approach was personal – it sought to increase Ose’s unfavorables while hitting him outside of a typical partisan framework in a crowded and expensive market. This argument was the crux of our case against Ose and part of our dialogue throughout our time on TV, even when we introduced other components into our advertising. 

Both Bera and Ose proved capable of spending significant amounts on paid media – which naturally attracted the attention of national players and, politically, raised the stakes of winning. In mid-October, Republican groups placed enormous buys for late in the campaign. Our tracker poll soon thereafter showed Bera losing ground and the race tied (42-42) for the first time. The IE responded by significantly increasing our own buy --  committing a total of 5500 GRPs in the final two weeks alone.  

With the additional bandwidth in the closing two weeks, we expanded our message to also hit Ose for having looked to enrich himself and his donors by taking significant contributions from Wall Street banks and voting to privatize Social Security. In addition, we aired a comparative spot, keeping the negative narrative on Ose (looking to enrich himself) but also including the Sacramento Bee’s endorsement of Bera. 

Summary: The 2014 DCCC IE Program aired four television spots in the Sacramento Media Market with a total of 7,350 GRPs. There was no shoot in this district. 
Ads run by DCCC in CA-07
· Spot 1 – D3C14-CA07-T01 “No Wonder” // Sacramento (1900 GRPs):  As a loose parody of “Lifestyles of the Rich & Famous,” this ad hit Ose for traveling the world on the taxpayers’ dime and increasing his wealth while in Congress. It ascribed that as his motivation for running for Congress again. Produced in-studio. 

· Spot 2 – D3C14-CA07-T02 “Wasn’t Enough” // Sacramento (1850 GRPs): This ad responded to an Ose ad where he attacked Bera for becoming more wealthy while in Congress. It hits Os against for his wealthy increasing significantly while in Congress and taking advantage of perks, including voting to raise his pay. Produced in-studio. 

· Spot 3 – D3C14-CA07-T03 “Pockets” // Sacramento (1817 GRPs):  This hit Ose for taking money from big banks and voting to privatize Social Security – using his time in Congress to help himself and his allies. Produced in the studio. 

· Spot 4 – D3C14-CA07-T04 “Who Will” // Sacramento (1783 GRPs): This comparative spot hits Ose voting to enrich himself and taking taxpayer funded trips, then touts the Sacramento Bee’s endorsement of Bera as a bipartisan problem-solver. Produced in-studio. 
PATH TO VICTORY IN 2016:

DEMOCRATS START THIS RACE FUNCTIONALLY TIED (51.5% 2-WAY SUPPORT), AND NEED ABOUT 1,400 VOTES TO ACHIEVE 52% SUPPORT. VICTORY DEPENDS ON THE FOLLOWING:
· CONSOLIDATE THE DEMOCRATIC BASE, INCLUDING INCREASING DEMOCRATIC TURNOUT TO 79.8%, ACHIEVING A 55.7% SUPPORT RATE WITH WOMEN AND CONSOLIDATITING AAPI SUPPORT TO 65.0%.

· WIN 56.3% OF INDEPENDENT VOTERS


· INCREASE HISPANIC TURNOUT TO 79.1% AND AFRICAN AMERICAN TURNOUT TO 68.4% 
· SECURE 55.2% SUPPORT AMONG VOTE-BY-MAIL VOTERS
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